[Subjectively experienced anxiety as an aspect of coping with illness in children with malignant diseases].
The present paper focuses the perceived anxiety of pediatric oncologic patients (N = 30) at the time of medical treatment. Comparison with a control group of not chronically ill patients (N = 20) results: Children and adolescents with oncologic diseases are reporting significant less anxiety; this is relatively independent of the asked objects and situations. The invasiveness of treatment (applied chemotherapy or not) does not show any influence on the amount of perceived anxiety of oncological patients. Based on current empirical and conceptual findings of coping with serious illnesses the self reported diminished anxiety of pediatric oncologic patients is termed intraphysical "denial" coping mode. The issue of adaptivity is discussed. Finally, initial consequences for psychosocial care of pediatric oncologic patients are described.